
Planning Commission

Mission
The Planning Commission’s mission is set forth in the City Charter and State Statutes. Among its powers 
& duties are to prepare a plan and proposed bylaws for consideration by the City Council, undertake 
capacity studies and make recommendations on matters of land development, transportation, economic & 
social development, urban design improvements, historic & scenic preservation, and the conservation of 
energy & natural resources, and to undertake projects requested by the City Council.
Planning Commission meetings are held currently on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month at 
7:00 PM at the City Hall.  The public is welcome and encouraged to attend.

Members
Jessica Louisos, Chair; Bernie Gagnon, Vice-Chair; Monica Ostby, Clerk; Ted Riehle, Art Klugo, Duncan 
Macdonald, Michael Mittag

Accomplishments
Our Community visioned the City we should be in the Comprehensive Plan, and although it is not fast, we 
are changing our Land Development Regulations and City policies to reflect those visions.  Listening to our 
citizens and balancing the current and future needs of all our citizens is something our Committee is proud 
to strive for.  There are many competing goods that take thoughtful planning to accomplish.  Our small 
steps in each recommendation for change to our laws are all moving toward our City having a better more 
thoughtful future.  The principles of Smart Growth do not always align with our traditional ways of doing 
things and that change may not always be comfortable, but we are trying to move the City in the right 
direction.  A few highlights of work we are most proud of includes:

• A new type of zoning for City Center area to make what we see and how we interact with the 
environment more predictable, 

• Moving towards mixed use, 
• Moving away from a sea of parking in front of each building, 
• Prioritizing the safety and comfort pedestrians and bikers, 
• Setting standards for how open spaces are selected, created, and used, 
• Creating expanded natural resource protections, 
• And making our LDRs more predictable so all parties have a better understanding of the 

possibilities.

Projects underway at start of FY 2020
The majority of the Planning Commissions time has been spent according to the direction from the City 
Council to prioritize the completion of new Planned Unit Development (PUD) standards above other 
items on the Planning Commission’s work plan.  The Commission has been working on all elements of 
the PUDs and incorporation of these elements into the Land Development Regulations (LDRs).  This work 
includes setting standards for natural resource protection, open space types, building types, and street 
types that are consistent and not limited to the PUD or FBC areas.  This work includes a specific focus 
on implementing some Comprehensive Plan goals and objectives and evaluation of natural resource 
protection standards.  The PC will also be receiving information from other Committees and evaluating 
in the context of all City Goals.  A subcommittee is working to make adjustments to the City Center Form 
Based Code to ensure that City Center will be a success.

http://www.southburlingtonvt.gov/government/city_committees_boards/planning_commission.php


Major Projects FY 2020
LDR changes will be sent to the City Council for their approval, which will include a public hearing and 
vote on adoption.  This is expected in at least two rounds of LDR changes. One set has a public hearing 
set and the Council may expect this as early as next month. The second set is expected to be ready for the 
Council in early Winter 2020.  We also expect that there may be additional work products originating from 
the other Committees that will pass through the Planning Commission to the Council, which will require 
inclusion into our Committee’s work, this process has begun with work received from the Affordable 
Housing Committee, Open Space Committee, and TDR committee.  We will then revisit the work plan and 
requests from the public.

Quantitative Data
One of the goals of the 2016 Comprehensive Plan is to “prioritize development that occurs within the 
community into the higher intensity areas identified within this Plan”, as shown on the Future Land Use 
Map along with areas of lower intensity uses (Figure 1).  Historical patterns in the City were to have the 
majority of homes (62%) located in Lower Intensity land use areas, a large amount in Medium Intensity 
areas (23%), and a small proportion – just 12%, in high intensity areas as shown in the overall location 
of all homes in the City (Figure 2).  Trends in the last 8 years show that new homes are being distributed 
across Land Use areas more closely in line with Comprehensive Plan Goals (Figure 3). Since 2010, 26% of 
new housing has been built in high intensity areas, 39% has been in medium intensity areas, and just 33# 
in low intensity areas.  Very new homes are located in Conservation-Low Intensity areas, while a higher 
percentage of new homes are located in areas designated for Higher Intensity Land Use.

Figure 1: Map 11 Future Land Use Map, excerpt from 2016 Comprehensive Plan.

Figure 2: Percent of All Homes by Land Use District, corresponding to Future Land Use Map.

Figure 3: Percent of New Homes by Land Use District, corresponding to Future Land Use Map.
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